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Executive Summary

Europe must recognise the essential role of robotics in meeting major challenges and set its
own robotics agenda

Europe’s citizens, industries and institutions face serious challenges that only capable robotics
systems can address, from sustaining food and energy security and supporting an ageing
population to reshoring manufacturing at scale, maintaining critical infrastructure, intervening in
deep-sea emergencies and more.

In its Vienna Statement (published inJune 2026), euRobotics, the European robotics
association, argues that Europe faces stern tests to its sovereignty and resilience in the face of
complex present and emerging climatic, demographic and geo-political challenges. Robotics
provides convincing responses to each of these. Indeed, with its excellence, capacities,
expertise and leadership in robotics, Europe has the potential to achieve highly desirable socio-
economic impacts, not least in terms of value-creation and employment. However, its success in
doing so will depend on a favourable environment that politicians and policymakers must
deliver.

euRobotics makes this urgent call for institutions and policymakers to acknowledge the
essential role of robotics to help solve these challenges and to create the conditions that will
help Europe’s robotics community to advance appropriate solutions at the necessary speed.

Building on the association’s previous Tallinn Statement (December 2025), the Vienna
Statement sets out the euRobotics community’s position on three questions: Where are robot’s
mission-critical for European sovereignty and resilience? How should Al contribute to these
systems, and in some cases where not? And what must we do next to convert European
strengths into a strategic global position?

Our answer is grounded in three principles: robots should work with and for people, not only
instead of them; economic viability and sustainability are design requirements, not an
afterthought; and the robotics community bears responsibility for the societal and
environmental consequences of its work.

The Vienna Statement identifies a range of domains - from manufacturing, critical infrastructure
and defence to scientific discovery and healthcare - where robots deliver transformative
capability in conditions that are dangerous, inaccessible, or beyond human speed and precision.
We clarify that Al is one component of a robotic system, valuable where it demonstrably
improves perception, planning, or learning, but not a substitute for robust engineering or
innovative materials science, nor a justification for abandoning human authority.

The Vienna Statement outlines the next necessary steps: mapping supply chain dependencies,
developing practical adoption guidelines, and proposing measurable indicators for progress.
Ultimately, the Vienna Statement delivers a clear invitation to policymakers, industry,
researchers, and investors to join euRobotics and shape Europe's robotics future collectively,
rapidly, and sustainably.

The Vienna Statement results from extensive deliberation between the euRobotics Board of
Directors and several of its sector-focused topic groups and therefore reflects a broad
consensus of opinion within the euRoboticscommunity.

Read the full statement

eu-robotics.net/eurobotics-vienna-statement
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